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Faith…Family…Friendship

Worship Begins 9:30am

We now offer three options for worship 

on Sundays:

1. Worship at church in the      

sanctuary.

2. Worship at church using the drive-in 

option(100.1)

3. Worship at home.

For everyone’s safety, masks are 

required when entering and worshipping 

in the sanctuary at this time.

Who Should Attend?

Healthy persons with no COVID-19 

related symptoms.  Please know that in 

any gathering with other people during 

the pandemic, you are at risk for being 

infected with COVID-19.  You must 

determine what level of risk you are 

comfortable with.

Who Should NOT Attend:

Those with COVID-19 related symptoms 

or those who have recently tested 

positive for the virus.

Those who have had close contact with 

another person diagnosed with COVID-

19.

Those who are immune compromised or 

have other underlying conditions that 

would make them especially vulnerable 

to the virus.

______________________________

Table of Contents

Pastor Mike’s Letter.……..….…1-2

April Birthdays…………..…...…..3 

Church Happenings…………….3-4

Prayer List………………………..5

Volunteer Information................…5

From the Pastor’s Study…April 2021

Early on August 24, 1992, Hurricane Andrew plowed through 

South Florida. Within hours the storm’s 140 mile per hour winds 

passed, leaving in its trail the worst natural disaster in US history. In 

Dade County, over 135,000 homes were destroyed or damaged. 

Damages exceeded $20 Billion. During the cleanup, inspectors 

examined the workmanship of the destroyed homes. The homes that 

were leveled had been poorly constructed: staples had been used 

instead of nails; required straps to trusses to hold the roofs on had 

never been installed. In stark contrast to the flattened homes were 

those that stood. All of the homes built by the Christian organization, 

Habitat for Humanity, weathered Andrew.

Former President Jimmy Carter, who helped build some of those 

homes, said "We secured our roofs so that the walls and the roof are 

one integral thing. And we nailed all of our shingles on, whereas others 

used a staple gun. And we didn't worry about building codes because 

we exceeded the building codes, whereas a lot people in Miami 

violated their own building codes."

When we build ourselves according to the ways of the world, 

sometimes we don’t hold up on the storms of life, either.  We think 

we’re fine until something unexpected happens: the phone rings in the 

middle of the night (and phone calls in the middle of the night are 

never good news), the doctor tells us to come in and sit down when we 

thought the appointment was over, 

In real life, things happen… things that we can’t control.  And 

when they do, what we have constructed our lives upon, that makes all 

the difference in how we survive the storms.

In our John chapter 20, Jesus comes to his disciples while they’re 

gathered in a locked room. They didn’t expect him to be there… they 

had seen Him die on the Cross and laid in a tomb.  Yet there He was!  

“Peace be with you” He said.  In Hebrew the word for ‘peace’ is 

shalom… it means serenity and the wholeness of life.  The disciples 

had been feeling anything BUT serenity and wholeness, but through 

Christ they experience the shalom of God.



All except Thomas.  Poor Thomas was out and about somewhere when Jesus came. And when the 

other disciples told him of Christ’s amazing appearance: Thomas chose not to believe.

As a result, Thomas missed out. For a whole week the others lived brimming over with peace and joy. 

But not Thomas. Due to his own resistance to God’s truth, he suffered in fear.

Thomas is like so many people these days. They base their lives on their own understanding.  They 

want proof for everything, they want their own minds to be satisfied.  They rely on themselves before 

anything else. People like that are often disappointed.  They miss out on what God wants them to have.

Thomas missed out for a whole week; until Christ came again and bid him to touch the holes in His 

hands, and the wound in His side. Only then did Thomas believe.

But Jesus gently rebuked him. “Blessed are those who have not seen but believe” He said.  Blessed are 

those who construct their lives with faith in me and not by their own human understanding and pride.

So often people want to encounter the Lord on their own terms. They approach God like Thomas did: 

set in their ways… insisting that God accept them as they are without requiring them to change anything 

about themselves.

But it doesn’t work that way.  TO EXPERIENCE THE PEACE OF GOD IN OUR LIVES WE MUST 

GIVE UP OUR PRIDE AND OUR INSISTENCE THAT THE LORD CONFORM TO US, AND INSTEAD 

WE MUST SUBMIT OURSELVES TO HIM IN FAITH. 

Encountering God in faith isn’t an intellectual process, it is a response to His love experienced in our 

lives.

Experiencing His love makes our transition possible.

A man named Rick Phillips is a consultant that companies hire to teach managers to be more 

successful. In his training sessions he always asks one question: “What is it about this company that made 

you stay long enough to become a manager?”  One day he got an answer that he didn’t expect.  

A woman named Cynthia raised her hand and she said, “The reason I’ve worked here so long… is a $ 

19 baseball glove.” Phillips asked her to explain.  

She said that she began working as a clerk in the store after her divorce.  It was the only job she could 

get, and she really needed the money; things were hard.  On the 2nd or 3rd day she was working there the 

manager called her to his office.  She said that she thought she’d done something wrong, but it was only a 

phone call from her son.  He said he needed a baseball glove to play in Little League.  Cynthia told him over 

the phone that money was really tight… there were bills to pay.  Maybe in a few weeks she’d have money 

for a baseball glove, she said.  She told him goodbye and she left the office and went back to her register.

The next day when she came to work the store manager asked to see her in his office.  He asked her to 

sit down, and then he handed her a box. He said “I overheard you talking to your son yesterday, and I know 

it’s hard for kids to understand how things are sometimes.  This is a new baseball glove for him.  You know, 

we can’t pay good people like you as much as we’d like to, but we DO care; I want you to know that you’re 

important to us. Take that glove to your son as a gift from us.”

Cynthia said after that day, she couldn’t imagine ever working anyplace else.  “How could I ever 

leave” she said, “after I experienced love like that.”

We experience the reality of God in the love He showed us through Jesus Christ on the Cross.  Not by 

the efforts of our human minds, nor by theology or philosophy or anything we read in a textbook.  We 

experience Him in His love.  Once we do, He transforms us through the Holy Spirit. Then… and only 

then… is the peace of God possible for us.

Let us experience the love of God by believing that our Savior died on the Cross and rose from the 

tomb for us. And then, let us know the peace that He intends for us.  For God desires us to live in the 

fullness of His love, and the only thing standing in our way… is, like Thomas, our silly human pride. 

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Mike



Tithes & Offerings

We have a convenient option for online giving on our 

church’s website.  It is an easy way to make financial 

contributions to Trinity Lutheran Church.  If you would 

like to use this new option to donate to church, please 

go to the church website at 

https://www.trinitylutherannc.org/donate.  There is no 

cost to you or the church for using this service.  

Donations can also be mailed to the church at P.O. Box 

497, East Flat Rock, NC 28726. Tithes & Offerings

April Birthday:  Madi Duran (3)

April Anniversaries: None

Faith is being sure of what we hope for and 

certain of what we do not see.  Hebrews 11:1

Thank you all that helped out with Spring spruce up day to get the church ready for Holy Week and Easter 

services. Outdoor tasks included trimming shrubs in front of church and near the ramp, wiping down doors, 

hanging spring wreaths, sweeping steps and walkways, and locating the wire cross stored outside for Easter 

Sunday. Inside tasks included removing worn tape inside the sanctuary, vacuuming, washing floors in narthex 

and restroom, dusting pews, windowsills, altar area, and piano. Downstairs included vacuum and tidying up 

kitchen area and refrigerator. 

Spring Spruce Up Day Was a Success:  On Tuesday, March 23rd, ten energetic and dedicated church 

members tackled a variety of tasks to prepare Trinity's sanctuary and property for Holy Week and Easter 

services. Two crews, working both indoors and outdoors, made the grounds and the sanctuary sparkle and 

shine. Many thanks to all who participated, brought supplies and tools, and worked as a well organized team 

to the glory of God. Your labor and spirit of cooperation are greatly appreciated! Not pictured: Bonnie 

Duffner, Yvonne Forsyth, and Joanne Kresge.

Church Happenings

https://www.trinitylutherannc.org/donte


Church Happenings

Preemie ministry of the Carolinas.  Pastor Mike blessing the blankets, hearts, and hats and thanking 
the ladies who worked on this project:

Thank you all that sewed, knitted and crocheted for the Preemie Sewing Ministry. The total amount 
received for Sunday March 21 blessing, were 95 hearts, 16 blankets, and 19 hats. If anyone needs any 
fabric Janice has cut the fabric to the specifications for the blankets and hearts. Please see Janice or call 
her and she will get some fabric to you. April 18 will be the next blessing of the sewed, knitted and 
crocheted items for the Preemie Ministry.

The mission offering for the month of April is going towards Veteran Healing Farm.  Information 
about the farm can be found at the link below.

https://www.resourceinstituteinc.org/news/2020/4/24/veterans-healing-farm-heals-veterans-and-streams

A sincere thank you to everyone at Trinity who brought cards and many treats to encourage 
the residents at Tore’s Home during our Easter Sunday visit. Each resident received a small basket with 
a cross, candy, and an Easter card in honor of the resurrection of Jesus. The nurse’s station in each 
cottage also received a basket of treats and an Easter lily from our congregation. Your generosity has 
blessed many in the name of our risen Lord and Savior!

Blessing Box: Our outreach ministry to our neighbors in E. Flat Rock is thriving. We are very grateful 
for all of our members who faithfully and generously donate items to keep the blessing box stocked to 
help all who are facing economic challenges. 

Items needed weekly: laundry detergent, toilet paper, paper towels
Items frequently needed: toothpaste, toothbrushes, men's and ladies deodorant, liquid dish detergent, 
feminine supplies (all types), hand sanitizer, small packs of tissues, band aids, shampoo and body 
wash. We have decided not to stock medicines for safety reasons.

Council Member for 2021 have been installed:  Kelly Behm, Michele Snyder, Jim and Joanne Kresge.



I said a prayer for you today….

Please remember the residents of 
Tore’s Home during this quarantine 
time with a card or note.  We are 
making a difference in their lives!

Tore’s Home 
Attn:  Maria
43 Tore’s Drive
East Flat Rock, NC 28726
______________________

Trinity Lutheran Church
108 East King Street
P.O. Box 497
East Flat Rock, NC 28726
Phone:  828.409.4180
Church Office E-mail:  
trinitylcnc@gmail.com

Pastor Mike’s E-mail:
PastorattrinityLC@gmail.com and 
phone: (828) 595-9922

Website:
www.trinitylutherannc.org
Facebook:
TrinityLutheranChurchNC

North American Lutheran Church 
(NALC) 

Church Council Members:
President: Kelly Behm
Vice President: Michele Snyder
Joanne Kresge - Secretary
Janis Henderson

Jim Kresge-Treasurer

Next Council Meeting:  Thursday, 
April 18, 2021 @3:00PM

Prayer List

Our Call Committee Health Care Professionals

Police Officers Military Personnel

First Responders Fire & Rescue Workers

Lord of Grace, we pray for all those who are sick in body, mind, or spirit.  

We pray especially for those on the prayer list of our

Congregation, and for all those we name before you now.  In your loving 

kindness meet their needs, we pray.     HEAR US, O LORD…

Prayer Warrior Team

Tore’s Home

Who Can You Call On For HELP?

Trinity has a team of Prayer 

Warriors that will intercede on your 

behalf to lift physical or spiritual 

needs to God.  When things seem 

the darkest or most urgent, we are 

here to help.  “We can do all things 

through Christ who strengthens us.” 

(Philippians 4:13)

Please notify Pastor Mike if you or 

someone you know is in need of 

prayer.  It can be added to our 

prayer list, kept private, or we can 

start the prayer chain for immediate 

needs.

Pastor Mike’s email:  

PastorattrinityLC@gmail.com

Phone:  (828) 595-9922

Shawn, Kathy, Bailey, Ana, Brianna, Ellie, Crystal, 

Dave, Ronald, Evelyn, Steve, Tom, Katheryn, Gale, 

George, Connie, Robert, Emma, Susie, Joe, John, Bob, 

Sharon, Sarah, David, Madelyn, Julie, Sonia, Mikayla, 

Pat, Ryan, Caden, Alex, Shari, the residents of Tore’s 

home, the staff at Tore’s home, all caregivers; for all 

who suffer from the SARS-Coronavirus-2;

To sign up for worship assistant 

please use the sign up sheet at the 

back of the church.
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